
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Death and Resurrection Jean Langlais   

* HYMN 122 Thine Is the Glory  Judas Maccabeus  

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: God is calling you by name. 

People: Come, all who are lost, for God is searching for you. 

Leader: God is welcoming you to this place. 

People: Come, all who are weary, and find rest here. 

Leader: God knows your hearts. 

People: Let us join our hearts in worship and praise. 

INTROIT         Richard Proulx 

 Alleluia. The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. Alleluia.   
   PSALM 118:22  
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Gracious God, you have given us so many blessings and only a few 
admonitions.  Yet we find ourselves tempted to pursue our own ways 
and create our own idols.  Loving God, protect us from ourselves.  
Help us to see that the seeds of our sin are in our own hearts and 
minds.  Forgive us for the wrongs we do and for the good we have 
failed to do.  Help us to stay focused on you, and remind us that we 
are never alone.  In the name of Christ we pray.  

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 172 My Shepherd Will Supply My Need  Resignation 

+ Children and Middle School youth leave for Church School Classes.  
High School youth remain for worship.  + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Psalm 23  

ANTHEM  See What Love Hath the Father (from “St. Paul”)  Mendelssohn 

 See what love hath the Father bestowed on us, in His goodness, that we should be 
 called God's own children. 

SECOND LESSON 1 John 3:16-24 

SERMON                      “Lay It Down”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY The Lord Is My Shepherd John Rutter 

 THE LORD is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing. 
He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his 
Name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me thou hast anointed 
my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 
But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS  Lasst uns erfreuen 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 440 In Christ There Is No East or West  Mc Kee 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Fugue in the Style of Handel Guilman 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
TODAY’S MUSIC 
Jean Langlais (1907-1991) occupied the organ bench once held by Franck in St. 
Clothilde in Paris. He brought a unique language to his organ compositions, many  
of which are based on Gregorian chant. “Death and Resurrection” subtitled “Death, 
where is thy victory,” is from his Three Gregorian Paraphrases.  The composer identifies 
two themes: the first, which is of his own invention, represents death and builds gradually 
from the depths; the second, based on the Introit from the Mass for the Dead, represents 
life and is first heard on a trumpet stop. John Rutter (b. 1945) remains one of the most 
popular composers of church music today. After teaching at Clare College, Cambridge for 
many years he left to found the Cambridge Singers and to compose full-time.  This setting 
of Psalm 23 is from his Requiem, composed in 1985.  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-
1847), often regarded as the greatest child prodigy after Mozart, composed symphonies, 
oratorios, concerti, piano and chamber music. Mendelssohn’s first oratorio, St. Paul,  
shows unmistakably the influence of Bach’s Passions. “See what love” is quite special, 
tender and sweet. It perfectly expresses the gentle love of a Father in Heaven.   
Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) was organist at La Trinité in Paris for 30 years 
and a well travelled organ recitalist, even founding a school of liturgical music in New 
York City during a recital tour (still existing at FPC Manhattan).  He was inspired in his 
teaching and composing by Gregorian chant and by the compositions of the masters like  
Bach and Handel. In his collection The Practical Organist he composed many pieces for 
church use that paid tribute to earlier composers. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Psalm 23 (NRSV) 
1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff— they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 
 
1 John 3:16-24 (NRSV) 
 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we 
ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love 
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister  
in need and yet refuses help? 18Little children, let us love, not in word  
or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that we 
are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever 
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he  
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 
boldness before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 23And 
this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his  
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in  
them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that  
he has given us. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




